
Friday 20th October 2023 

Porthleven School & Pre-School  

Newsletter 

Dear Parents / Carers   

Your children showed great resilience this week in battling the elements as storm Ciaran blew in. Apart from a few fallen branches fortunately, the 

school was unscathed. Thank you to the parents who attended the drop-in meetings with Rachel Wilson-Powell Senior, Senior Parenting Worker on 

Tuesday Morning. We hope you found opportunity useful and we will look to arrange further meetings in the future.   

I would like to say a big thank you to Suzanne and Olivia from the Twisted Currant this week who welcomed the children in EYFS to experience a 

slice of Café Culture. The children had a fantastic time choosing a drink and cake and will use the experience in their class role-play café to take 

orders and write menus.    

Mrs Trounson would also like to extend her thanks to the parents who participated in the Thursday family afternoon. Looking at the supportive 

comments left by many parents, they were very pleased to observe how confidently the children showed them around their learning environment 

and how insightful it was to see them interact in their learning together. These opportunities to develop relationships between parents and the 

school, are so important in ensuring the children feel safe and supported in their learning, enabling them to grow in confidence and learn more.    

Have a good weekend,   

Dan Clayden  

Acting Head of school   

Class  
Attendance 

This week  
Late Marks 

Rainbowfish—YR 93.46  

Seahorses—Y1 94.64  

Jellyfish—Y2 98.28  

Narwhals—Y3 97.93  

Swordfish—Y4 94.81  

Manta Rays—Y5 97.39  

Dolphins—Y6 91.43  

WHOLE SCHOOL 95.03  

Running Totals This Term 

 

Cookworthy: 2 

Penrose: 4 

Gibson: 3 

Methleigh: 1 

 

Our winners this week are the 

 PENROSE TEAM! 

Well done!
Well done to Manta Rays class for the 

best attendance this week!  



This week we hear from Mrs Penrose 

 

In science we have been learning about the seasons with a 
focus on Autumn this week. We discussed why the leaves 

fall off the trees and went out to collect some leaves for our investigation. The leaves were 
brown but we predicted which colours we might still find hiding in our leaves during our 
investigation. Mrs Penrose poured some special liquid into the leaves after we have mashed 
them up and we left the jar in warm water overnight. We then found yellows and greens on 
the filter paper the next day. We also carried out another investigation to see if there 
were any colours hiding in the felt tip pens. We discovered black had green and blue in, the 
grey had yellow in and the brown had red in. We all loved using the pipettes and felt like 
real scientists. We are looking forward to learning more about materials next week as we 
put our seasons unit on hold until after Christmas when we move into Winter.  
  
In DT this week we started our new unit about moving pictures. We used sliders to move 
our car along the street and our bunny to jump out of the hat. In gymnastics this week the 
children enjoyed learning to create some basic shapes and performing them in a sequence 
to the rest of the class.  

This week we hear from Mrs Powers! 

The children have settled well into the new term. We 
started the week with a new history topic, ‘Ancient 
Britons’. Over the next few weeks, the children will look at 
the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. We learnt about historical inaccuracies and what 
the ’Stone Age’ was really like. In Science, we started the topic of Rocks and Soils by 
comparing different rock structures to a variety of chocolate bars. It proved to be very 
popular lesson!  

In our Design and Technology lessons this term the children will learn about seasonal foods 
and will be given opportunities to cook. This 
week we learnt about where different fruits 
came from around the world and had lots of 
fun constructing and eating fruit kebabs. 

 

At the end of last term many children in the 
class hit their Accelerated Reader targets 
and made the ‘Hall of Fame’ numerous times 
on maths whizz. The class were proud of 
these achievement and it’s something we want 
to repeat this term. Please encourage your 
children to read at home and enjoy the games 
offered on Maths Whizz and TTR. Thank you. 



 

  

Below is our weekly progression 
for each class! 

Jellyfish: 1 

Narwhals: 1.6 

Swordfish: 2.7 

Manta Rays: 3.4 

Dolphins: 1.2 

Well done to Manta Rays class 
for winning the Maths Whizz 

trophy this week! 

Jellyfish Narwhals Swordfish Manta Rays Dolphins 

Class Weekly Word Count 

6,358 336,810 9,635 17,846 202,108 

Highest Pupil Weekly Word Count 

Jowan  

2,178  

Lottie 

32,830  

Sophia 

7,100  

John 

17,846  

Annabelle 

143,778  

100% achievers – Who has achieved their target? 

     

KS1 Book of the week—Enzo, the Swallows, and 
Me 

Author: Helen Mortimer  AR Book Level:  2.9 

 

Jack and Enzo have a passion for 
birdwatching! When their favourite 
swallows leave, Jack then learns Enzo 
has to return home to South Africa. 
How will they continue their friendship 
from other sides of the world? 

KS2 Book of the week   
 KS2 Book of the week  –  The Street Beneath My 

Feet   

Author: Charlotte Guillain, AR Book Level:  5.0 

 

Take a journey down through the layers 
of the Earth, all the way to the planet's 
core and out the other side. Learn about 
the wildlife, rocks, and other interesting 
things that are found there.  



 

 

 

 

Attendance and late arrival 

As a reminder, the expected attendance for a child is 95% or above.  

Cross Country 

Race 3 is at Mullion comp, 4pm on Tuesday 7th November. Please complete the form on the link below to let us know 

you are running. 

https://forms.office.com/e/TZYmBxzLft 

Hair 

We would please encourage all children, if they have long hair, to ensure that it is tied back for school. This will help to 

reduce transmission headlice and also ensure that long hair does not get in the way of learning! Many thanks for your 

cooperation.  

Breaktime snacks 

We ask that children please have a healthy snack during break times and avoid snacking on items such as chocolate or 

crisps.  

Information sent home this week: 

• SRE letter 

• Flu Letter 

School Facebook 

Please follow the schools face book page for school updates - Porthleven School  

Porthleven PTA page is not run by the school, if you have any questions about school 

please ensure you send them to porthlevensecretary@croftymat.org or call the school 

office. 

Lego League 

Year 4, 5 & 6 if you would like to take part in the lego league and have not yet seen Mrs Blight or completed the form 

please see her on Monday 6th November at lunch time. This is an exciting chance to compete against other schools. 

We need builders, coders, ideas, planners and lots of other roles in the team of 10. 

 

National Child’s Measurement Program  Reception & Year 6 Wednesday 29th November 

Reception vision check on Wednesday 6th December 

The school nursing team will be in school soon to see Reception and Year 6 to take their measurements. 

Please find information below for each year group including how to opt out. 

Reception: https://www.healthycornwall.org.uk/make-a-change/child-health-programme-reception-year/   

Year 6: https://www.healthycornwall.org.uk/make-a-change/child-health-programme-year-6/   

If you would like an opt out form printed please let the school office know.  

 

Flu Vaccinations 
 
The school nursing team are due to visit your child’s school on Thursday 16th November 2023. In order to access the 
online consent form, please enter or click on the following link: https://www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu 
PLEASE ENSURE YOU ENTER THE FULL UNIQUE SCHOOL REFERENCE CODE.  

The code for Porthleven school is: EE143996 

The vaccine is for children in Reception to year 6. 

https://forms.office.com/e/TZYmBxzLft
https://healthycornwall.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e974b278b69956340dff4824a&id=1a42458e50&e=5578219357
https://healthycornwall.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e974b278b69956340dff4824a&id=68f83f5426&e=5578219357
https://www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu


 

Date  Event 

Tuesday 7th November Cross Country race 3 - Mullion 4pm 

Friday 10th November Sponsored fun run 

Monday - Friday  
Parent meetings booking will go live Monday 6th  

November 

Wednesday 15th November Anti-Bullying awareness event at HCC 2.30-3.30pm 

Thursday 16th November Nasal Flu Immunisations year R – year 6 

Wednesday 29th November Year 6 & Reception Height & Weight check 

Wednesday 6th December Reception class vision check 

Friday 8th December Whole school trip to the Hall for Cornwall 

Thursday 14th December Christmas school Lunch 

Friday 15th December Christmas Fair - Volunteers needed 

Tuesday 19th December Last day of school 

Thursday 4th January INSET Day 

Friday 5th January First day of the Spring term 

Monday 19th February INSET Day 

Wednesday 8th May INSET Day 

  

  

  

  



Available from the school office 

Zip Pull 

50p 

Snap Band 

£1.50 

Wristband 

£1 Reflector 

50p 



Online safety poster 










