
Friday 12th January 2024 

Porthleven School & Pre-School  

Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Carers  

Welcome to the spring term and happy New Year! I am really impressed with how well the children have settled back in and are 

tackling their new learning with enthusiasm. I have been inundated with children wishing to show their learning and how well they 

are progressing. So much so I’m having to order a new batch of stickers!  

The Spring Term is always the time when we see the greatest amount of progress as teachers and learning assistants have a good 

understanding of the children’s next steps and children are used to routines and feel safe taking risks and having a go at that those 

skills they find challenging. At Porthleven School we are always looking to improve our learning offer and make the most of the time 

that your children are with us. The beginning of the day, during registration is especially important as this time is used for practising 

key skills such as spelling and handwriting, tackling new learning on Maths Whizz and for some children to receive pre-teaching on 

key objectives for maths or topic vocabulary. It is therefore very worthwhile for children to be at school as soon as the class doors 

open at 8.40 for them to get the most out of the learning time and what the school offers.  

I appreciate it is not always easy to get children ready and on time every day. However, we see that children are more confident and 

prepared to learn when they regularly start the day with their peers. Already I have seen some families really make the effort in 

getting their children in at registration time and their children are flourishing as a result. If you have any concerns about attendance, 

please feel free to catch me at the gate or arrange a meeting. I am more than happy to discuss how the school can offer support.    

Kind regards, 

Dan Clayden 

Head of School  

Class  

Attend-

ance 

This week  

Late Marks 

Rainbowfish—YR 93.91  

Seahorses—Y1 99.15  

Jellyfish—Y2 98.47  

Narwhals—Y3 99.23  

Swordfish—Y4 97.94  

Manta Rays—Y5 99.03  

Dolphins—Y6 99.47  

WHOLE SCHOOL 98%  

Running Totals This Term: 

 

Cookworthy: 2 

Penrose: 1 

Gibson: 4 

Methleigh: 3 

 

Our winners this week are the 

Gibson Team 

Well done!
Well done to Dolphins class for the best 

attendance this week!  



 

  

Below is our weekly progression 
for each class! 

Jellyfish: 2.1 

Narwhals:2.3 

Swordfish: 2.1 

Manta Rays: 2.6 

Dolphins: 2.6 

Well done to Manta Rays and 
Dolphins for winning the Maths 

Whizz trophy this week! 

Jellyfish Narwhals Swordfish Manta Rays Dolphins 

Class Weekly Word Count 

15,907 134,756 125,051 142,722 357,178 

Highest Pupil Weekly Word Count 

Freddie 

8,340  

Rupert 

46,931  

Ezra 

47,615  

Felix 

72,927  

Annabelle 

224,561  
100% achievers – Who has achieved their target? 

 Gracie, Sasha   Felix  Annabelle  

 KS2 Book of the week  –  Mr Gum and the Cherry Tree    

Author: Andy Stanton       AR Book Level:  4.5  

Polly and Friday are on another crazy adventure on 

the streets of Lamonic Bibber. When all the 

townsfolk begin worshipping a tree in 

the Forest of Runtus they suspect the 

villain Mr Gum and his sidekick Billy 

Williams are behind it all.  

 KS1 Book of the week – Man on the Moon  

Author: Simon Bartram  AR Book Level:  3.7  

It's Bob's job to entertain the tourists, conduct 

Moon seminars, sell souvenirs, and 

keep the Moon clean and tidy. There's 

a lot of rubbish to be picked up. Some 

say it's aliens, but Bob says there's no 

such thing.  



 

 

Attendance and late arrival 

As a reminder, the expected attendance for a child is 95% or above. Please ensure all absences are 

emailed or left on the absence phoneline by 9am each day. 

School gates close at 8.50am, if your child arrives after this time they will need to ring the gate 

buzzer and register at the office. 

Breaktime snacks 

We ask that children please have a healthy snack during break times and avoid snacking on items such as 

chocolate or crisps.  

School Facebook 

Please follow the schools Facebook page for school updates - Porthleven School.  

Porthleven PTA page is not run by the school. If you have any questions about school, please ensure you 

send them to porthlevensecretary@croftymat.org or call the school office. 

Information sent home this week: 

• Important date reminder 

•  

Admissions 

Crofty Multi Academy Trust is consulting on its schools’ admissions arrangements for the academic year 

2025-26.   

We are proposing one change to the policy and, in accordance with the School Admissions Code, must 

therefore consult locally with our stakeholders.   

Please find attached a letter that outlines the consultation and the changes we are proposing, along with a 

copy of the draft Admissions Policy for 2025-26 with the changes highlighted. 

Comments are welcomed and should be made following the process outlined in the letter. We have set a 

deadline for responses to be returned by 3.15pm on Wednesday 31st January 2024.  

We thank you for your help and co-operation in this matter. 

 

Menu Change  

On Thursday 18th January 2024 we would be grateful if your child intends to take their free school 

entitlement at any time during the school year that, if possible they take a school lunch on this day. This is the 

day the government calculates the funding our school receives, based on the number of school meals taken 

on this day.  

Change of menu for Thursday 18th January is BBQ chicken pizza or Veg pizza 

 

Jacket Potatoes, Tomato Pasta, Ham & Cheese Sandwiches will also be available 



 

Date  Event 

Monday 15th January Girls Football Match @Porthleven School 

Tuesday 16th January Reception Children Vision Check 

Tuesday 16th January Year 1 Hearing Screening for missed children 

Monday 22nd January Year 3/4 Football League HCC 

Monday 22nd January Gymnastic Team competition @Penryn Gymnastics 

Tuesday 23rd January Year 5 &  6 Residential  

Wednesday 24th January Year 5 &  6 Residential  

Thursday 25th January Year 5 &  6 Residential  

Monday 12th—Friday 16th Feb Half Term 

Monday 19th February INSET Day 

Monday 26th February Book Fair school hall 

Monday 26th February Year 3/4 Football League HCC 

Tuesday 27th February 
Cross Country Race 4 KS2 - Peninsula Qualifier 4pm HCC 

South Site 

Wednesday 8th May INSET Day 

Tuesday 14th May 
Cross Country Race 5 - Reception/KS1 & KS2 Mullion 

4pm 

Tuesday 21st May Cross Country Race 6 - KS2 Porthleven School 

Tuesday 11th June Fun Run Mullion 4pm 

  

  

  

  





Online safety poster 








